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The LEAP students in grades 
6th - 8th, attended Space 
Camp in Huntsville, Ala., Oct. 
25-27.  The students had the 
opportunity to be in a rocket 
launch simulation, build and 
launch rockets, ride in the MAT 
trainer and ride in a 5D chair 
as well as other activities.

LEAP students 
at Space Camp 

The public is invited 
to view the historical 
documents from 
both the 1953 and 
1957 time capsules 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 
12, and again on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
at the Waynesville 
R-VI Administration 
Building.



Christine Nobbe, the director of gifted education for the 
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
visited the LEAP classrooms on Thursday, Nov. 14. Nobbe is 
a NASA JPL Solar System Ambassador and presented three 
lessons to support the K-12 LEAP Astronomy theme this year.

1st & 3rd Grade Presentation: “There’s No Place Like 
Space” Students explored the abstractness of space by 
examining how our home exists in space.

5th Grade Presentation: “Are YOU the Center of the 

Universe?” Students investigated space through a tour of the 
observable universe.

7th & 8th Grade Presentation: “Artemis, a return to the 
Moon” Students inquired into space settlement and reviewed 
Apollo and Artemis 2024, which includes plans for the first 
American woman to go to the moon.

 Nobbe also presented to the LEAP Support Association, a 
parent group, that evening. Her presention was titled, “Mindsets 
and Advocacy: Two Vehicles to Impact your Child’s Success 
Trajectory.”

Starbucks staff members 
gave a demonstration 
to Tiger Joe students. 
Students learned 
about different coffee 
roasts and were able 
to taste test several 
different blends with 
pastries. Presenters 
also shared information 
with the students about 
educational and career 
opportunities, as well 
as how Starbucks gives 
back to communities. 

NASA ambassador presents info to LEAP classes

Tiger Joe is looking forward 
to partnering with the 
St. Robert Starbucks to 
support the expansion of 
the CBI Program at WHS.



Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of personnel 
services, gave a presentation to the 
Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of 
Commerce that included the news 
that Waynesville R-VI just received 
the best Annual Performance Report 
ever from the State of Missouri. The 
Waynesville Career Center students 
in the Culinary Arts program, led by 
instructor Jon Dye, prepared the meal 
and dessert. 

WHS held its first ever Big 
Questions Tournament on Nov. 
2 against Rolla. Amelia Falge, 
sophomore, (above, left and 
below, right) took 1st place and 
Cheyenne Levengood (above, 
right and below, left), senior, took 
second place.

Waynesville Middle 
School’s JS2S, 
sponsored by Rachel 
Rondon, hosted a 
Salute to Military 
Families’ Breakfast, 
at the middle school 
cafeteria on Nov. 14. 
Middle school students 
were asked to invite 
their parents and family 
members who are in 
the military to attend 
the breakfast. WMDS 
Principal Brian Vernon 
gave the opening 
speech expressing his 
appreciation of military 
families. The middle 
school choir, directed 
by Dustin Griffin, sang 
“The Star Spangled 
Banner” and “You’re a 
Grand Old Flag.” Two 
students read poems 
honoring soldiers. The 
middle school food 
service staff served a 
delicious breakfast for 
the attendees. 



Waynesville Tigers will take on 
the Glendale Falcons in the Class 
5, District 5 MSHSAA District 
Championship Football Game at 7 p.m. tonight, 
Nov. 15, at Waynesville High School’s Tiger 
Stadium. Admission is $5 per person.

Please note that employee ID cards, regular 
season passes, and reserved seats do not apply for 
post-season play, per MSHSAA.

Staff must pay tonight

Maria Winfrey, 
the head cook at 
Thayer Elementary, 
has been named the 
Classified Employee 
of the Month for 
October 2019. 

She was surprised 
on Wednesday, Nov. 
13, when Hilary 
Bales, assistant 
superintendent of 
personnel services, 
presented her 
with a certificate 
in front of Dan 
Deering, treasurer 
of the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education; Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent; and Principal Robyn Justice. 

One of her nominators stated, “Maria goes above and beyond 
for our staff and students. She holds so much responsibility and 
handles it so graciously. She is rocking the super snack program 
as well.” Another stated, “She goes above and beyond for our 
staff and students. As teachers, we can be very forgetful or busy 
and she compensates always.” Another stated, “…She is also 
supportive and smiling when students come through the line.” 

Hulett named Employee 
of the Month

Winfrey named Classified 
Employee of Month

Natosha Hulett, a first grade teacher at Freedom Elementary, 
has been named the Employee of the Month for October 2019. 

She was surprised on Wednesday, Nov. 13, when Hilary 
Bales, assistant superintendent of personnel services, presented 
her with a certificate in front of Dan Deering, treasurer of 
the Waynesville R-VI Board of Education; Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent; and Principal Carey Drehle. 

One of her nominators stated, “Natosha goes above and 
beyond for her students and fellow team members. ... She 
plans fun and interactive lessons for her students to keep them 
engaged and excited about learning. Just in the few weeks we 
have been in school, I have witnessed her make strong bonds 
and relationships with students. This has made the students 
want to work hard for her and feel comfortable coming to her 
when they need assistance or help. ... Natosha is also the 1st 
grade teacher who serves on the Freedom steering committee 
and is the facilitator for 1st grade PLC on Wednesdays. She 
genuinely shows support for her fellow team members during 
PLC and Team Tuesday. She is always willing to help or 
support them when they need something from her during the 
week with an online program or something in their classroom. 
Lastly, she always comes to schools with a positive attitude and 
a smile. Even when the day is going a little hectic or something 
is not going as planned, she stays positive and keeps the energy 
high so the students in her classroom don’t get discouraged and 
keep working hard.” 



Isaac Russell, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School Rotary 
Student of the Month and was honored Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2019, 
at the monthly Rotary Club Meeting.

Russell is the son of Jerrica and Thomas Russell and is an 
outstanding student at WMDS.  Russell transitioned to WMDS 
this school year and currently holds a 4.0 GPA and has perfect 
attendance. Russell is also taking a high school credit course 
in Algebra 1. His teachers describe him as a leader who is self-
motivated, diligent and courteous to all.  Russell enjoys school 
and hopes to serve in the Army branch of the United States 
Military.  

Bryan O’Barr, a junior, competed at the state cross country 
meet on Saturday, Nov. 9, in Columbia at the Gans Creek 
Recreation Area. This was the inaugural race at this location 
and O’Barr got to be a part of it. 

The course is fairly flat with lots of twists and turns. The gun 
went off and O’Barr got out to a great start. He completed the 

Savannah Bullard, a senior at Waynesville High School, has 
been named the Waynesville High School Rotary Student of 
the Month and was honored Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2019, at the 
monthly Rotary Club Meeting. She is the daughter of Michael 
and Renata Bullard. 

SGA Advisor Tricia Foster nominated Bullard for the award. 
Foster said, “Savannah is a student in the SGA Leadership 
class. She can always be counted on to complete tasks. I never 
have to worry if the job is going to be finished if Savannah is 
working on it. She stays positive and is always willing to help 
out. She approaches all tasks with enthusiasm. Keep up the 
great work, Savannah.”

Bullard plans to go to college and become a teacher. 

Russell named WMDS 
Student of Month

Bullard named WHS 
Student of Month

course in 16:29, placing 67th. 
“I am very proud of Bryan and the season he has had,” 

said Coach Nicole Jarman. “State is definitely a challenging 
environment, as it is the best of the best. The team was thrilled 
that Bryan took us to the state meet this year and hopefully we 
will be back next year!”

O’Barr finishes 67th in State of Missouri as junior


